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DEAR READERS, 


Welcome aboard SpiceJet! 

The festive season is here! May the 
celebrations and festivities of Navratri, 
Durga Puja and Dussehra bring happiness 
and prosperity to you and your loved 
ones. These festivals have a special 
significance as they symbolise the 
triumph of good over evil and area 
harbinger of the achievements that await 
us for our efforts. 


As demand for festive travel picks up 
starting this month, SpiceJet looks 
forward to serving to the maximum. We 
have added new routes and flights to 
airports across the country to cater to the 
increased demand for seats during the 
festive season. Our capacity to serve more 
passengers received a timely boost as 
deliveries of ten Boeing 737 aircraft have 
commenced. Ten grounded aircraft will 
also re-join our fleet as we look forward to 
carrying a record number of passengers 
during the festive season. 


India’s emergence as an important 
aviation hub continues as the civil 
aviation industry maintains a rapid 
growth trajectory. As India’s favourite 
airline and one of the largest regional 
players, we continue to play an 
important role in the growth of aviation 
in the country. We continue to enjoy one 
of the highest passenger load factors 
(occupancy) and with new routes and 
flights being added, our contribution 
towards making flying more accessible 
and to the growth of the sector will 
continue. 


As India continues to shine on 

various global platforms, join me in 
congratulating the U-16 team on winning 

the SAFF U1L6 Championship of men’s 

football. The team emerged victorious 03 
in a high-octane final with a fine display a 
of tactical prowess and control. That 

the team did not concede a single goal 

during the entire tournament speaks 

volumes about the talent and skill of this 

young team. 


Our heartfelt congratulations to 

Team India on winning the Asia Cup. 
Thank you for the wonderful display 

of sportsmanship and remarkable 

skill throughout the tournament. The 
collective hopes and dreams of a billion 
citizens hinge on the Indian contingent 
at the upcoming ICC Cricket World Cup. 
| join the nation in wishing the team all 
the very best. Let us support, cheer and 
enjoy the wonderful game. 


Jai Hind! 


Spice/et 
Red. flo. Spicy. 
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NOW LANDING: 
FESTIVE NOSTALGIA 


With the festive season around 
the corner, celebrities share 
their best memories 


BROADSHEET 


Mark your calendar 
with the best events 
of the season 


LIMELIGHT 


Popular singer 


AP Dhillon 

talks about 

his journey of NETWORK 
success We explore some 


of the top wedding 
destinations in India 


Cover 


India decks up 

in bright hues to 
celebrate diverse and 
vibrant festivals this 
season. On the cover 
are colossal effigies 


eYSFLE YOU TO, = of Lanka king Ravana 


Yok ‘ 


and his family that are 
burnt on Dussehra. 


spice (aie 


Volume 16 | Issue 171 | October 2023 


PUBLISHER 
Maxposure Media Group 
CEO and Managing Director Prakash Johari 


Head Office | Maxposure Media Group India Pvt. Ltd. 
#TheAddress, Plot No. 62, Okhla Industrial Area, 
Phase III, New Delhi-110020, India 

Phone: + 9111 4301 1111, Fax: +9111 4301 1199 


Advertising: info@maxposuremedia.com 


INDIA OFFICES 


Bengaluru | One Cowork, Level 2, Sony World Junction, 
80 Feet Road, Kormangala, Bengaluru - 560034; 
Phone: +91 9036118899 


Mumbai | 506-508 Durga Chamber, Veera Desai 
Extension Road, Andheri (West), Mumbai - 400053; 
Phone: +91 9820463341 


Kolkata | 132A, S.P. Mukherjee Road, Ist Floor, 
Kalighat, Kolkata - 700026; Phone: +91 9088456286 


Chennai | Inspire Workspace Gulecha Towers, 
158, 2nd, Arcot Rd, Vadapalani, Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu - 600026; Phone: +91 9840861133 


INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 


USA | 22 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 108, 
Mineola New York 1150 
E-mail: usa@maxposuremedia.com 


Singapore: | 51 GoldHill Plaza, #07-10/11, 
Singapore 308900 
E-mail: singapore@maxposuremedia.com 


Malaysia | 9 Jalan Tunku, 50480 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
E-mail: malaysia@maxposuremedia.com 


Bangladesh | Profficio 2nd floor, 4 Mohakhali Commercial 
Area Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh 
E-mail: bangladesh@maxposuremedia.com 


UAE | Dubai Media City, Building No. 8, Premises No. 
523, Fifth Floor, Dubai, VAE 
E-mail: ua@maxposuremedia.com 


Italy | Lungotevere Flaminio 26, 00196 Rome, Italy 
E-mail: italy@maxposuremedia.co 


The ‘Spice Route’ magazine is published by MaXposure 
Media Group Private Limited (“Publisher”) for exclusive 
circulation on commercial flights operated by SpiceJet. All 
articles, advertisement, content, images and photographs 
published herein are created by the Publisher and/or 
contributor at their own discretion and do not necessarily 
represent the views of SpiceJet. All rights, title and interest 
cincluding intellectual property rights) in and to the materials 
shall vest either with the Publisher or any contributor 
Cincluding SpiceJet, in certain cases) of such materials. 

The Publisher is solely liable for any claims for breach of 
intellectual property rights by any third party in relation to 
materials appearing in the SpiceRoute magazine (except 
such materials and content which have been created by 
SpiceJet, in which case SpiceJet or its service providers 

shall be liable for such claims). SpiceJet shall bear no liability 
for any article, content, advertisement, advertorial, image 

or photograph appearing in any issue of this magazine 
including any content which is communal, indecent, gender 
discriminatory, caste-creed discriminatory, racist, defamatory 
or libelous to any person, organisation, etc., except in case 

of content which has been created by SpiceJet. All materials 
are strictly copyrighted and all rights reserved. No part of the 
publication may be reproduced in whole or part without prior 
written permission of the copyright holder, Publisher and 
SpiceJet. All articles marked as ‘In Focus’ in the magazine are 
advertorials/advertising support. 


FPP 


Website: maxposuremedia.com CIN No U22229DL2006PTC152087 


loxposue 


Content to Rd 


Spicejet 
Red. flot. Spicy, 


as HERING TEST 


25000 


HOURS & COUNTING 


PROMINANCE 


UPN WN DOW 58 Y:SiTEsMes 


x OYEARS 


INVEST IN THE NEXT 


20 YEARS _- 


OF PROTECTION | —_ 
FOR YOUR HOME 
| 


THE WORLD'S HIGHEST 
WEATHER RESISTANT WINDOWS 


Explore the Spectrum of Texture and Color 


319 


Talk tous: 9500895005 | _ Toll Free No: 1800 833 4500 info@prominance.com | www.prominance.com 
So 6 Accredited by Kindly Scan the QR Code for 
pass el e Siz Aan fly SGS A Corporate Video Live Demo 
Heat Resistant Water Resistant bsi. dohen AN part La i - RoHS [el ‘ lie d 


=f a ®8§ © koe 


Wind Resistant Sound Insulation sestree eS eee 


06 


October 2023 


Contents 


A glimpse of Anmedabad's 
festive mood through its 
markets, food and celebrations 


Marking National Postal 
Day, here are interesting 
facts about the Indian 
Postal Department 


From Archie 

to Barbie, our 
childhood favourites 
are coming back! 


Stunning impressions of delectable 
foods from around the world 


10 Social media 

36 Spice products 
72 News 

74 My town 

76 Stars of SpiceJet 
78 Onboard menu 


ste 


timeless 
masterpieces 


pure pashmina 


ahujasons 


€Z70/aINOY arids 


SHAWLS | STOLES | SCARVES | SARIS 
Karol Bagh | Khan market | South Extn. Part II 
DLF Mall of India, Noida | DLF Promenade, Vasant Kunj | Terminal 3, |GI Airport 
T: +91 11 4134 5200 E: store@ahujasons.com 
www.ahujasons.com 


Galgotias University 


Surpassing Milestones, 
Year-After-Year 


Top Rankings, Accreditations 
and Recognition for 
Excellence in Education, 
Research and Placements 


Galgotias University | Galgotias University 
ie PLATINUM 
BAND] IBAND | in India in India 
Accreditéhonin tise tycle | OBE RANKINGS 2022 in Innovation (Pharmacy Category) 
Galgotias University Galgotias University 


i | 4 Galgotias University 
= z ce a 
= a for Filing R 4417 in India in India 
ms | INTELLECTUAL hs das chiesicinte ; (Management Category) (Engineering Category) 


PROPERTYINDIA Patents as per the Indian : 
NATONAL BOARD | Sionmctemnc Patent Office Report for by NIRF Ranking 2023 


S22... Academic Institutes nat NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL 
“TIER-1 ACCREDITED & siewacice "and Universities HANKINGIFRAMEWORK 
f vives ENGINEERING Ranking 2023 


ferent sats 
Ministry of Education 
Government of India 


National Employability Award 2023 (AMCAT 
Test) for School of Computing Science and Galgotias University Galgotias University 
D4 Engineering, Galgotias University on 
M4 OCI Amongst All India for providing Top 
7. Engineering Institutions Placement, Pan India 
Galgotias University Galgotias University Galgotias University 
in Academic and Research Excellence 
as per India Today - MDRA Amongst Top Private for Top Research 
Best Universities Survey 2023 Universities in India Capability, Pan India 


For 


CAREER-FOCUSED UG / PG / Ph.D. DEGREES in 


@ Computing Science and @ Media and Communications 
Engineering Studies 
@ Electrical Engineering @ Law 
Electronics & Communication @ Agriculture 
Engineering @ Basic & Applied Science 
@ Mechanical Engineering @ Finance & Commerce 
@ Civil Engineering @ Pharmacy 
@ Design @ Medical & Allied Sciences 
@ Education @ Business 
@ Nursing @ Hospitality & Tourism 
@ Liberal Education @ Polytechnic 


We are committed to carry forward the vision of our Visionary Honourable 
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@flyspicejet... Chance to get 
fly with spicejet... First time. 
My Mataji - Grandmother 
and my seats number 
were apart... But, the crew 
members adjusted it next to 
each other. Overall it was a 
nice experience |!!! 
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Met Vaibhav Tiwari at Gorakhpur 
airport, | was travelling with my 2 
infant kids and wife, the service 
provided by Mr Vaibhav Tiwari was 
phenomenal, quick check out and 
very helpful, haven't ever met such 
great services anywhere in India... 
hats off to spicejet 


@flyspiceje Muadsir Khan Srinagar. 
| met Mr Mudasir ground staff at 
Srinagar Airport, for our flight to 
Delhi, the staff is very supporting and 
kind. Didn't face any trouble during 
my visit to airport. 


| travelled with @flyspicejet 
today Delhi to Darbhanga 

and it was great experience. 
The #cabincrew Pooja & 
Tejaswini was very polite 

and helpful...:) #fly #spicejet 


@RunMachineSuraj 


@flyspicejet had a great 
experience on my flight 8187 
today. Had my pet in cargo 
was handled extremely 
well. Varun at the cargo at 
T3 was great and so was 
the onboard crew, kept me 
reassured. #spicejet 


@abie79 


@flyspicejet travelled today Delhi 
to Patna. Excellent Hospitality by 
Payal, Pratibha, Veronica, Deeksha. 
Thanks a lot to @flyspicejet team. 
#Happytravellingwithspicejet:) 


@pushpendra2649 


@flyspicejet 
Thank U finally reached 
home on time.. 


| was scared 
on last experience but you 
have improved now.. 


@301at07018 


Let us take your [- yl 
memories places! 


Has the SpiceJet flight ‘flown’ your 

mind away? If yes, then email us 

photographs of your recent SpiceJet 

travel expedition and let us publish 

them! We cherish your happy moments 

with SpiceJet. Please share your flight 

details along with the photographs! 

Email us at marketing.ho@spicejet.com & | 
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When: October 
Where: Japan 
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JAPAN: FALL PARADISE 


Japan exhibits a burst of colours in autumn. While Nagano 
prefecture in the Honshu island gets covered in a blanket of 
purple Japanese gentian flower, other places witness a variety 
of deciduous trees covered in red, orange and yellow leaves, 
creating a scenery to remember. 


Images are for representational purposes only 


See ees ke 
bebe en 


Special offer to 

Builders and Developers 
ON REDUCING BALANCE BASIS, 
for a longer time period and option 


AT LOW INTEREST RATE CALCULATED 
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DUTTKRUPA CORPORATION « +91 9545588888 ° Email - info@duttkrupacorp.com 


Bungalow, N.A. Land, Row House and 


Such as Flat, Shop, Residence/Commercial 
Building, Open Plot, 
Factory ( Land Building & Machinery), 


Avail lease rental 
discounting 


SUNBURN ARENA 


Gear up for an evening of trance and electronic 
music as renowned Dutch DJ Armin van Buuren 
comes to India for a four-city Sunburn Arena tour. 


Ez When: October 5-8 
="(Y Where: Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kolkata, Delhi NCR 
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FOLK EXTRAVANGANZA 

Rajasthan International Folk Festival is ready 

to entertain people at Jodhpur's majestic 
Mehrangarh Fort. It will showcase performances 
by an array of national and international artistes. 


Ez When: October 26-30 
=*(% Where: Jodhpur, Rajasthan 


“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity 
is an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are 
dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.” 


GANDHI JAYANTI 


This marks the birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. The day is also 
celebrated as the International Day of 
Non-Violence by the United Nations 
to uphold the principle of ahimsa 
(non-violence), advocated by Gandhi. 


Ez When: October 2 
=*(Y Where: Around the world 


October 2023 


Mahatma Gandhi 
Freedom Fighter 


DURGA PUJA 


Durga Puja marks the victory 
of Goddess Durga over 
Mahishasura and is celebrated 
with great religious fervour. The 


festival is considered one of the 
most important in Hinduism, with 
magnificent puja pandals set up 
in Kolkata and some other cities. 


Ez When: October 20-24 
=" Where: Across India, 


mainly West Bengal 
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IBA Ranked among Top 1% Institutes 
in India with Track Record of 
Excellent Placements 


IBA Advantage 


CHEA® 
CIOG 


2022-2023 CIGG Member 


, academy 


INTERNATIONALLY ACCREDITED 


@\ACBE 


Recognized by 


Top Education f=] 


Brands 2020 by 
Business World 


e Dual Specialization Course (HR, Finance, Marketing, 
Operations, Retail, International Business, Entrepreneurship, 


Business Analytics & E-Biz) 
e Student Community from 24+ States and more than 
18% students upto 5 years of experience 


e Scholarships & Awards worth 
6.54 crores for meritorious students 


e Six Sigma Green Belt Certification by KPMG 


e Capstone Business Strategy Course, CAPSIM (USA) 
(also offered by Harvard, MIT, IIMs to their students) 


e Specialization courses taught by Senior Practitioners 
e Live Project Management Course 

e Art of Living Yes+ Program to handle Stress 
e Foreign Study Tour for Global Exposure 


e Business Laptop to Access Databases 
for Case Studies & Data Mining 
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BEST 
EDUCATION 
BRANDS 


Awarded as 
Best Education 
Brands 2023 by 
Economic Times 


Forbés 


Indus Business Academy 


(IBA), Bangalore 


www.eiba.ac.in 


Lakshmipura, Thataguni Post, Kanakapura Main Road, Bengaluru 560 062 


E-mail: admissions@iba.ac.in 


Ph: +91 93424 10271, + 91 81978 62131, 080-2608 3703 
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Two Year Full Time 
Residential Programme 
Approved by AICTE (Ministry of Education, Gol) & 
Internationally Accredited by IACBE 

(Recognised by CHEA, USA) 
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Movies | Books | Sports 


ICC MEN'S 
CRICKET WORLD CUP 


INDIA 2023 


CRICKET WORLD CUP 


India is all set to host the 2023 Men's Cricket World Cup 
across various cities. This is the first time that India will 
be the solo host of the tournament. Ten teams will be 
competing with each other for the number one spot. 


Ez When: October 5 - November 19 
== where: India 


WRIOV. AUTHOR 


URJOY DATTA 


BESTSELLING ROMANCE 


Durjoy Datta's latest release is all about love and 
romance. The bestsetlling author's 20th novel, titled 
World's Best Girlfriend, takes us through the fairy 
tale romantic story of Daksh and Aanchal as they 
navigate their individual lives. 


October 2023 
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LIFE AND ARTISTRY 


Manu Parekh: Crossover of Cultures is a 
biographical documentary on the life of the 
renowned Indian artist. Directed by Jyotirmoy 
Bhattacharya, it gives insights into the thought 
process behind each of his masterpieces. 


TALE OF FRIENDSHIP 


Directed by Radhika Rao and Vinay Sapru, 
Yaariyan 2 is the sequel of 2014 film Yaariyan. 
The movie features Divya Khosla Kumar, Yash 
Daasguptaa, Meezaan Jafri and Pear! V Puri. The 
story revolves around three cousins. 


Ez When: October 20 
=°(% Where: India 
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POLICE 


www.policelifestyle.com 
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AUDACITY WANTED. 


TORERO CORPORATION PVT LTD | DISTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITIES IN BACKPACKS, LUGGAGE , LEATHER GOODS & GIFTS 


Fashion 


GOLD GRANDEUR 


If you are planning to buy 
jewellery this festive season, you 
can opt for Tola & Carat's latest 
collection of traditional-yet- 
contemporary pieces, ranging 
from beautiful gold earrings to 
pendants and rings in various 
designs. 


7 = os 
B Lg” | MITHAI WITH A TWIST 
— a During festivals, sweets are more than just treats! Chef Ajay 
: Chopra's new venture, Kshir and Canele brings a gourmet 
twist to traditional Indian sweets (mithai) and patisserie. The 
store has opened in Gurgaon. 
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GLOW LIKE A CHILD 


For a perfect glam look during festivals, check out 
the new makeup range by Lovechild by Masaba, y. 
including primer, concealer, illuminator, and two 
signature fragrances. 


LUSCIOUS AND GLAZED 


Give your lips a natural finish with the new 
hydrating lip oil launched by Katrina Kaif's 
brand, Kay Beauty, for nourishing and 
moisturising the lips. 


October 2023 
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Best seat 
in the sky. 


UPGRADE TO 0 ).00) 9 
STARTING @2799.* 


BOOK ON WWW.SPICEJET.COM OR OUR MOBILE APP. 
TO UPGRADE, CONTACT YOUR NEAREST CABIN CREW. 


*T&C apply. 
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BAIRD 
otton 


An exquisite cotton shirting fabric collection 
crafted from the finest Giza cotton 


For Agent/Dealer/Franchise store enquiries, reach us at: Call: +91 9340605633 | Whatsapp: +91 9992514747 
Write to: helloburgoyneewfbindia.com | AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING RETAIL OUTLETS 


Follow us on @ © O/eBurgoyneindia | www.bairdcotton.com 
Burgoyne & BAIRD Cotton are registered trademarks of WFB BAIRD & COMPANY (INDIA) PVT. LTD. 
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www.listeningpostdesign.com 
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BAGS 


with BagProtekt, 
SpiceJet’s baggage 
protection service. 


BagProtekt compensates* you 
for delayed or misplaced 
luggage. Add this service while 
booking your flight tickets on 
SpiceJet.com and pack in extra 
peace of mind. 


— Domestic International 
6 Pose ) Starting Price 795 330 


Compensation (per bag) 19,000 66,000 


*Compensation will be paid if the baggage is not located within 96 hours of flight arrival. 
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TORERO 


ta distribution@torerocorp.com © +91 9007089274 
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This wedding season, we bring you breathtaking destinations you can choose from to celebrate 
your big day. We start with Mamallapuram, an ideal location for a traditional wedding 


» 


Just a couple of hours from Chennai, 
by the Bay of Bengal, stands 
Mahabalipuram or Mamallapuram 

with its ancient rock-cut temples. A 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, the grand 
complex with giant open-air reliefs and 
the majestic Shore Temple has emerged 
as a popular pre-wedding photography 
destination, while the resorts along 

the coast host grand marriage events. 
“Erom sea-facing farmhouses for 
close-knit weddings to glamorous 
five-star resorts, Mahabalipuram offers 
a variety of options,” says a Chennai- 
based marriage planner, adding, “it's 
perfect for those looking for a sea- 
side wedding with stunning cultural 
references.” Its easy connectivity to the 
Chennai airport is another advantage. 
Nearby is Dakshinachitra, an elegant 
building that houses a museum of art 
and architecture, which makes for an 
interesting backdrop. 


wedding feast, 
you can offer a 
scrumptious full-course 
South Indian sit-down 
meal served on a banana 
leaf for a taste of the 
region's unique 
traditions. 


DON'T MISS 


MUST SEE 


EAT & SHOP 


The complex is an iconic 
example of Southern Indian 
temple architecture. Its 
grand backdrop is perfect 
for a pre-wedding shoot. 


While you are there, do 
explore popular attractions 
like the open-air relief 
called the “Descent of the 
Ganges” and “Krishna's 
Butterball”, a wonder that 
defies the laws of gravity. It 
does not fall or move. 


Fresh seafood dishes can 
be added to a wedding 
menu and local stone and 
seashell artefacts can be 
used in the decor. 


The nearest well-connected airport is Chennai. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Chennai 
from Colombo’, Bagdogra, Pune, Ahmedabad, Khajuraho, Goa and many more destinations in India. 


Book now at www.spicejet.com. 
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A favourite among youngsters, Goa offers stunning beachside 
locations and a vibrant party scene for your big day 


Beach paradise Goa is among 
the first choices for many 
couples while planning their big 
day. With beautiful sea-facing 
locales, eclectic cuisine and a 
mesmerising ambience, Goa is 
perfect for weddings of all types. 
Wedding planners love that 
arrangements can be made to 
suit any budget and everything 
required for a wedding can be 
sourced locally. "Many couples 
prefer Goa for its party scene; it's 
one of the best in India,” says an 
event planner. Photographers love 
Goa’'s varied landscape. “Every 
beach has a different mood and 
photo-shoots look stunning. 
Shoots can also be done in the 
Portuguese neighbourhood 
Fontainhas,” says a photographer. 


Image:Twogether Studios 


a pre or 

post-wedding 

party on a private 

’ cruise on the Mandovi 
» river. Weddings can also 
« be arranged on yachts 

; with a selected 

guest list. 


DON'T MISS 
MUST SEE 
EAT & SHOP 


Image: celebrationinmykitchen 


SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Goa from Jaipur, Hyderabad, Varanasi, Chennai, Kolkata 
and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com. 
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Kochi, in 'God's Own Country’ 
Kerala, serves as an iconic wedding 
destination due to its exotic scenery 
combined with lush greenery. Its 
iconic backwaters and ancient 
neighbourhoods serve as a perfect 
backdrop for weddings. For 
stunning photography head to 

the beautiful Areekkal waterfalls, 
Kadamakkudy Islands, Old Railway 
Station, Willingdon Island and Fort 
Kochi. Throwing light on the beauty 
of Kochi, a wedding planner says, 
“Kochi is complete with brilliant 
green grassland and forests, 

gently swaying palm trees, languid 
backwaters, mighty hills and 
endless, pristine beaches.” From an 
old-school wedding at an ancient 
temple to a romantic wedding by 
the beach, Kochi has it all to make 
it to your list of favourite wedding 
destinations. 
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Kochi, marked by verdant surroundings and 
serene backwaters, offers a perfect location 
for your dream wedding 


For 
an out-of- 

the-box wedding 

photoshoot, head to 
Kochi’s fascinating tea 

plantations to click 
the most stunning 

pictures with your 

partner. 


Image: Twogether Studios 


image:birdsholiday 


MUST SEE DON'T MISS 


EAT & SHOP 


For an intimate wedding, 
book one of the traditional 
houseboats. With a selected 
guest list, you can host a 
unique wedding on these 
gigantic boats as they cruise 
through the backwaters. 


Image: weddingwire 


A simple wedding can be held 
inside a temple complex as 
well. Kochi has several temples, 
including the Chottanikkara 
Bhagavathy Temple. 


Local handicrafts like Kasavu 
sarees can be added to your 
trousseau or given as gifts. 
Local dishes like puttu kadala 
and thattu dosa can be added 
to the menu, apart from 
breudher bread, which lends a 
Dutch flavour. 


Book now at www.spicejet.com. 


SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Kochi from Chennai, Pune and many more destinations. 
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Make the most of the iconic Havelock Island and Neil Island, brimming with natural 
beauty, for a ceremony that you will remember forever 


DON'T MISS 


by 
YZ 
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MUST SEE 
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— Adventure 
lovers can 
7 take their vows 
underwater ina 
colourful marine 


environment as Andaman 


has the facility of 


underwater weddings 


and photo-shoots. 


All about serene beaches and a rich 
marine life, Andaman is emerging 

as an iconic wedding destination in 
India. Out of the many locations in 
the Andaman and Nicobar islands 
that provide a perfect backdrop for 

a beach wedding, Havelock Island 

is the most popular one. With its 
beautiful beaches and rolling hills, the 
island is known for its pristine beauty 
and romantic setting. Next come Neil 
Island and Port Blair. “The Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands are one of the 
most naturally beautiful destinations 
in the world, and they are perfect for 
weddings,” says a wedding planner. 
You can take a ferry from Port Blair to 
Havelock. 


Image: havelockislandbeachresort 


EAT & SHOP 


The well-connected airport is Port Blair. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Port Blair from 
Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai and many more destinations in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com. 
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Add a regal touch to your nuptials at royal Jaipur dotted with forts that were 


once inhabited by Rajput kings 


Famous for its grand forts 

and palaces, vibrant culture 
and premium hotels, Jaipur 
and its surrounding areas are 
much sought-after wedding 
destinations in India. Jaipur's 
palaces and ornate havelis have 
been host to a number of high 
profile nuptials. “Jaipur has 
excellent connectivity, which 
makes it convenient for guests,’ 
says Ankita Jain, a Jaipur-based 
wedding planner and designer. 
“Jaipur also offers multiple 
venue options for weddings 
within varied budgets,” she 
adds. While weddings are 
mostly held at the many heritage 
hotels in the city, for a unique 
statement, you can also arrange 
it in the stunning City Palace. 


Customise 
special 
hampers for your 
guests to include ethnic 
decor items, mirror work 
products and trinkets. For 
a local touch, the bride 
can try Rajasthani 
mehendi 
patterns. 


Image: Wedding Diaries By OMP 


MUST SEE 


EAT & SHOP 


The exquisite Albert Hall 
Museum, one of the oldest in 
the state, or the Hawa Mahal 
with its picturesque jharokhas, 
make for unique backdrops 
for wedding shoots. 


Around 170 km away, Sawai 
Madhopur (near Ranthambore) 
is another popular wedding 
destination, where actors 
Katrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal 
got married. It has several 
luxury venues. 


Delicious snacks and local 
Rajasthani sweets can be 

a part of a wedding meal. 
Paintings, carpets and 
traditional handicrafts can be 
unique gifts. 


SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Jaipur from Guwahati, Varanasi, Goa, Delhi, Kolkata and many 


more destinations in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com 
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gett SPICEJET REDHOT 


Observed on October 11 every year, International Day of the Girl Child 
raises awareness about providing girls equal access to opportunity, 
education and a dignified life. SpiceJet is strongly committed to the 

cause. A part of the proceeds from the sale of our exclusive on-board 
meals curated by Michelin-starred chef Vikas Khanna goes to Mijwan 
Welfare Society, an NGO that works for the empowerment of girls. 
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Fly 
Better 
with 
SpiceJet 


From offering maximum privileges at 
minimum price to special fares for special 
people, SPICEJET brings you a slew 

of benefits to make your travel more 
convenient and memorable 


SPICEPLUS: EXTRA BENEFITS 
AT NO EXTRA COST 


Travelling with safety, comfort and convenience is 

a choice. With SpicePlus, you can save time with 
Priority Services like shorter and quicker queues at 
check-in, quicker and smoother boarding, and lesser 
Waiting.time.with preferred baggage delivery. You 
also get to enjoy the convenience of your choice 

of preferred seat and a meal with a beverage. Add 
SpicePlus to your booking and get all these benefits 
for a starting price of just INR 400. 

Visit www.spicejet.com to book SpicePlus. 


SPICELOCK 

Here's an offering from SpiceJet that can make 

: flying with us even more cost effective and 
SPICEMAX: MAX COMFORT AT MIN PRICE smart. SpiceLock lets you hold your ticket at 
Now get the best seat in the sky with SpiceMax and the same price for 48 hours, as you take time 
enjoy extra comfort and more privileges. Apart from to make your decision. If you have found a 
a more comfortable and spacious seating option with ticket at the right fare, hold it with SpiceLock, 
significantly extra legroom, you will be offered a delicious so as to ensure that you are protected from 
meal with a beverage. surging prices and selling out of tickets. What 

Avail of priority services and a lot more to make your makes it even more exciting is that you can lock 

travel extra special! All this is for a modest add-on fee : the fare with or without passenger names and 
starting from INR 799 for domestic flights and INR 1,599 book only if your travel is confirmed. Available 
on international routes. Please note that prices may vary on both domestic and international routes, 
as per flight. As they say, it's not the destination but the SpiceLock is applicable only on bookings made 
journey that matters. So book your SpiceMax seat and through www.spicejet.com and mobile app. 


upgrade your flying experience. 
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VOU: 


For all of us at SpiceJet, you always come first! 
With this special offer, you can skip the queues 
and avail of premium services like priority check-in, 
priority boarding, and priority baggage delivery 

at a nominal price of just INR 499/- for domestic 
routes and INR 699/- for international flights. 


EXTRA SEAT: 
OWN YOUR SPACE IN SKY 


Introducing the all-new way of flying where 
you can create your own private space by 
booking an Extra Seat or a Private Row to 
enjoy a contact less and stress-free flying 
experience. You also get to enjoy a host of 
time-saving services like priority check-in, 
priority boarding, and priority baggage 
delivery. And since you have extra space, 
you also get to carry more with up to 10 kg 
baggage allowance worth INR 4,500 free. 
So, sit back, relax and enjoy a contact less, 
stress-free flying experience. 


SPICECAFE 


We love pampering you with choices. Choose from 

a wide variety of hot meals and delicious snacks on 
SpiceJet flights. There are more than 80 sumptuous 
delicacies to pick from, including sandwiches, beverages, 
munchies and ready-to-eat items. 

Delightful hot spreads for breakfast, dinner, lunch, 
and snack times are available on pre-booking. So, take 
your pick when you book your SpiceJet ticket. There 
are also specially curated meals for kids. Apart from the 
maim meal of the day or sandwich, you can also prebook 
chef’s choices and special meals such as Jain meal, meals 
fordiabetics, gluten-free meals, fruit platters, low-calorie 
Salads, etc. Didn't we say you would be spoilt for choice? 


- ge SPICEJET REDHOT 


TAXI, PLEASE! 

We want you safe and at ease not only 
VISA SERVICES in the air but also on the ground. Book 
Flying to an international SpiceJet’s Taxi Service for a seamless 
destination has never nd-to-end passenger experience - 
been easler, with SpiceJet travel stress-free to and from the airport. 
bringing you an easy The taxi service comes with multiple 
viSa Process Service. benefits such as zero cancellation fee 
Apply online with the and no waiting time with 100 per cent 
simplest and most = confirmed and sanitised cabs every 
convenient visa application time you ride. The service is available 
process for visas to at all major domestic airports and in 
the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Dubai, offering unmatched doorstep 
Thailand, Bangladesh, convenience. Additionally, you also get 
Hong Kong, Sri Lanka, instant cash-back on completing your 
the UK, Singapore, ride with SpiceJet's Taxi Service. 
Schengen and many more 
countries. 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


We care for our elders and 

won't let them down. That's why 
SpiceJet offers all senior citizens 
above 60 years of age up to 

14 per cent discount on base 
fares. The discount is applicable 
on domestic flights for both 
one-way and return journeys and 
only on direct bookings made 
through SpiceJet website, mobile 
app and reservation centre. The 
bookings made under this fare 
are changeable and refundable, 
but are not transferable. 


VISA2FLY 
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SPICEFLEX FARE 


We want you to transfer 
your worries to us and 
fly stress-free. Book 
with SpiceFlex Fare and 
enjoy the flexibility of 
changing your travel 
plan without worrying 


about the change fees. FOR STUDENTS ONLY 

Along with this you The life of a student is not easy as you prepare for your future and 
also get some amazing the country’s too. While some of you may be stranded away from 
and never-seen-befor home, others maybe struggling to carry extra luggage while moving 
benefits like unlimited free cities. To make flying easier for students, SpiceJet has introduced 
date change, sandwich, special fares and offers. Students can enjoy up to 10 per cent 

and also a preferred seat. discount on base fares and will get to carry 10 kg of extra baggage 
For passengers flying at no extra cost. Valid on bookings made online at SpiceJet website, 
from Delhi or Mumbai, a mobile app or through reservation centres. 

free RT-PCR Test can also 

be availed. 


This fare can be 
booked from SpiceJet 
website, mobile app, 
reservation centres, 
airport, and through 
travel agents. Select 
this fare on the Flight 
Selection page and avail 
the associated benefits. 
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HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 


Here's how we salute the doctors, nurses 
and paramedics who keep us healthy. 
SpiceJet offers them up to 30 per cent 
discount on base fares. The discount 

is valid on bookings made online at 
SpiceJet website and mobile app. The 
discount is applicable on domestic flights 
for both one-way and return journeys. 


T EMPLOYEES 


of benefits to offer 

ees. You can enjoy 

ats, excluding those under 
SpiceMax. Even the extra comfortable 
SpiceMax seats can be booked at a 

25 per cent discount. Avail complimentary 
meals - vegetarian or non-vegetarian. 
Change of date or cancellation of tickets 
booked under this offering can be done 

at a nominal fee of INR 500. You can also 
enjoy the convenience of You Ist service at a 
50 per cent discount. This is valid on bookings 
made on SpiceJet website and mobile app. 


ASSIST SERVICE 


with personalised assistance 


time you step into the departure 


tepping out of the arrival 
terminal, with SpiceJet’s Meet & Assist Servic 


(powered by Elite World Service). 

From assistance with luggage to check-in 
Cup to the boarding gate), the dedicated 
representatives are available at every step 
to assist passengers who may need a little 


xtra care. This service will help a varied set of 


customers like first-time flyers, senior citizens, 
business flyers, travellers with infants or kids 
and convenience seekers. Select from a wide 


variety of (Basic or Premium) service packages 


available at Departure or Arrival terminals. 
You can book this service through the 
SpiceJet website by entering your booking 
details like PNR, e-mail ID and name. 
The Meet & Assist Service for domestic 


FRIENDS & FAMILY 


Get up to 25 per cent off on base fare when 
or more people together. You can avail of the di 
you book for up to nine passengers. The discou 
bookings made at SpiceJet website, mobile ap 
our reservation centre, on domestic and interna 


al fli 


for both one-way and return journeys. Changes or cancellation 
of tickets booked under this fare can only be done through 
SpiceJet’s reservation centre. Cancellation shall only be 
permissible if a minimum of four passengers ar 
the booking. 


retained in 


ARMED FORCES 
For the brave men and women of the Indian Ar fo 
are keeping the nation safe, SpiceJet offers up t percen 
discount on base fares. The discount is valid on i 
app or through our 


are made online at SpiceJet website, mobil 

reservation numbers. It is also available at select airport ticketing 
offices. The discount is applicable on domestic flights for both 
one-way and return journeys. The bookings made under this 

fare are changeable and refundable, but are not transferable. 
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le 


sectors starts at INR 600 and for international 
sectors at INR 1,000 excluding GST. 


This service is currently available at selected airports. 
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Festivals are about bonding with family and 

friends and celebrating with your loved ones. 
With the festival season upon us, we speak to 
a few celebrities about their festive memories 


TEXT: NAMITA KUMAR 


very autumn, as the rain clouds 
clear and there is a nip in the 
air, the festive fervour grips the 
af "N country. The autumnal festive 
season in India, characterised by bustling 
crowds, illuminated streets, and the scent 
of incense, holds a unique significance for 
everyone. However, there is a common 
emotion shared by those who live far 
from their loved ones and hometowns - a 
profound sense of nostalgia and longing 
for home. This feeling is so powerful 
that not even a million distractions can 
fill the void. Whether it's visiting Durga 
Puja pandals, enjoying the festivities of 
a Dussehra mela, lighting diyas during 
cS Diwali, or savouring thekua (a sweet dish) 
during Chhath, these festive days bring 
. os memories of cherished moments 


spent with friends and family! 
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During these festivals, 
neigbourhoods and houses are 
beautifully decorated, and entire 
communities come together to 
celebrate. Beneath the surface 
of each of these festivals lie the 
uncomplicated pleasures and 
rituals that tie us to our origins, 
faith, and homes. Recalls actor 
Daisy Shah, who has thrilling 
memories of Navratri in Mumbai, 
"The best part of Navratri would 
be the garba that we used to play. 
| used to love getting dressed 

up in ethnic wear and dancing 

the nights away with friends.” 
Another actor who misses her 
garba nights is Shraddha Kapoor, 
who has often spoken about 
sneaking out of home during 
Navratri with friends. 

For actor Mona Singh, who has 
celebrated Dussehra and Diwali 
in all corners of India due to her 
father’s life as an Army man, 
festivals mean shopping. “When 
| was young, we would shop for 
new clothing and decor from 


] 
“As a child, | used 
to love gorging 
on fried savouries 
and sweets during 
Diwali. | would love 
to rewind to those 
times once again. 


Actor Mona Singh 


wherever my father was posted 

at that time. That taught me the 
importance of buying local and 
supporting artisans. Even today, | 
buy only handmade earthen diyas 
and other décor items. Not only 
do they look good but also remind 
me of the countless festivals spent 
in remote parts of the country 
with my family,” says Singh. 
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No Indian festival is complete without 
food. Durga Puja too is associated 
with a variety of dishes. Interestingly, 
there are many recipes and methods 
of preparing these dishes, unique to 
every family or neighbourhood. In 
essence, the aroma of the food is a 
form of returning home, even if only 


“My fondest Durga Pujo 
memories are from 


my childhood, when 
we used to celebrate 
with the entire family 
at my grandfather's 
house near Dum Dum. 
While the rituals were 
important, playing with 
cousins and feasting 


in your thoughts. 
For casting director and 


Bollywood actor Abhishek Banerjee, 


Durga Puja memories from his 
growing up days are strongly 
associated with food — be it the 


delicious Kolkata street food or the 


divine bhog offered to Goddess 


"There is something special 
about the way bhog is 
cooked. The dishes are 
simple. Yet, when they 

are offered to Maa Durga 
and distributed among 
devotees, they take ona 
special aroma and flavour. 


Durga. For him, bhog is sacrosanct. 
Recalling one of his fondest 

Actor Durga Puja memories from Mumbai, 
Prosenjit Chatterjee he says, “I saw director Anurag Basu 
the very first time at a pujo mandap 
serving bhog. It was important for me 
to talk to him about my career, but | 
didn’t. | couldn't have interrupted a 
bhog service.” Banerjee also swears 
by the delicious meals every Bengali 
loves to feast on after the day's rituals 
are over, especially Moghlai porotha 
(a deep fried paratha with a filling of 
minced meat). 


mattered a lot to us! Even the best chefs can't 


match the taste of bhog. 


Actor Abhishek Banerjee 


From the art of rangoli 
making (colourful patterns 
to decorate homes) to 
participating in community 
Ramlila shows (traditional 
theatre that showcases the 
epic Ramayana), Indian 
festivals and art forms are 
often interlinked. Actor Shah 
Rukh Khan has very famously 
spoken about his early days in 
Delhi, where during a Ramiila 
act, he realised he had it in him 
to explore the vocation. “| used 
to be cast as a monkey with 
along tail in the local Ramlila 
show. | would jump around and 
confidently interact with the 
audience. Those shows helped 
me lose the fear of crowds,” 
the actor has said. 

For decades, actors 
have come together to 
put up prestigious Ramlila 
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"For me, Diwali and 
Dussehra mean fun, 
food and brand new 
clothes. If you are a 
Punjabi, all this is a 
must. My childhood 
was spent in Delhi. | 
burst crackers only for 
shagun. | am concerned 
about the environment. 
| also want my children 
to learn all about it and 
breathe in fresh air. 


Indian television 
presenter Manish Paul 


October 2023 


performances across the 
country. Some of the most 
popular ones are held in 
Varanasi and Delhi. Ramlila 
acts held during Dussehra have 
been the training ground for 
many now-established actors. 
Television star Rohitashv Gour, 
who plays Manmohan Tiwari 

in the popular television show 
Bhabi Ji Ghar Par Hai, says, "| 
started my career as an actor 
from Ramlila in the small town 
of Kalka, where | grew up. | was 
a teenager and | used to be 
cast in supporting roles but the 
rehearsals, the style of dialogue 
delivery and facing 

the audience taught & 

me a lot. Those <a 
shows gave me ‘ 
the first taste of 
theatre!” 
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Notably, Indian festivals 
encompass numerous customs 
that require the participation 
of the entire family and close 
relatives, whether it's cleaning 
and decorating the house, 
preparing prasad (offerings 

to deities), or helping with 

the puja. Reflecting on his 
memories of Chhath, actor 


the days spent at his home in 
Belsand village of Gopalganj 
district, Bihar. “Be it Jitiya, 

Teej or Chhath, every festival 
of Bihar is special. Chhath is 

a mahaparv [biggest festival] 
for me, and | always emphasise 
how it celebrates nature. It is 
celebrated over several days 
and the first three days are very 
special - Nahay Khay, Kharna 


RITUALS AT HOME 


and Sandhya Aragh. Even today, 


| insist on making thekua at 


home. As a boy, | recall my mom 


fasting and the festival being 
extremely pure and pristine. 
46 The village would gather 
around River Gandak for the 
arghya [prayers to Sun God],” 
he recalls. Chhath is deemed 
one of the most eco-friendly 
festivals by environmentalists. 
From the prasad to the 
offerings, it involves the use 
of seasonal fruits, vegetables 


incomplete without 
the entire family 
coming together. 


Actor Sanjay Mishra 


October 2023 


Pankaj Tripathi reminisces about 


“I love to celebrate 
Chhath at my village 
with the rest of my 
family and try to return 
home every year with my 
wife and daughter. | still 
carry the tokra [basket] 
of arghya offerings on 
my head. Time is a small 
sacrifice to make if | get 
to spend some moments 
of joy at home. 


Actor 
Pankaj Tripathi 


and cereals. Devotees go for 
holy bathing and observe a fast 
during this festival. Chhath puja 
is dedicated to the Sun God. 
Tripathi adds: “Every year, 
| make sure that | soend time 
with my wife and child at my 
hometown during Chhath. | have 
many memories from childhood 
associated with this festival. | love 
the rituals and observe them with 
utmost fervour and enthusiasm. 
Spending a few moments of 
joy at home is priceless. Due 
to work commitments, if | can’t 
go home on Chhath, | celebrate 
it in Mumbai with my family. 
Another festival | have very fond 
memories of is Durga Puja. This 
festival was also celebrated with 
great enthusiasm in Patna during 
my growing-up days.” 
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AVAILABLE ON DOMESTIC 
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Opt for SpiceLock and enjoy worry-free travel. You can 
lock your fare at a nominal fee by booking directly only on 
www.spicejet.com. 


Hurry, so that you can relax while deciding on travel dates. 
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Navratri in Ahmedabad is a vibrant 
showcase of its heritage and culture 
through traditional dance, food and rituals 


TEXT: ANIL MULCHANDANI 


HIGHLIGHTS 
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WHAT TO SEE 
Visit the Bhadra Fort 
built by Ahmed Shah, 
founder of Anmedabad, 
48 . which was used by the 


the colonial period. 
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WHAT TO BUY 
Shop for intricate Mata 
ni Pachedi paintings, 
Patan Patola sarees and 
Bandhej garments. 


WHAT TO DO 
Take a tour of the 
Sabarmati Gandhi 

Ashram, from where 

Mahatma Gandhi 
conducted major 
activities of Indian 

Independence. 


USP 
The city is dotted 
with wood-based 
architecture with 
intricate carvings, 
an integral part of 
its heritage. 
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ome autumn and Ahmedabad 

decks up for Navratri, a 

vivacious festival that lasts 

for nine days. In Gujarat, 
Navratri is not just about religious 
devotion but also revelry, in which the 
entire community takes part. People 
throng the streets in traditional clothes 
to attend various garba and dandiya 
programmes at different venues in 
Ahmedabad. This is the best time to 
visit the city as it can be seen at its 
liveliest and colourful best. 

India's first UNESCO-listed World 
Heritage City, Anmedabad has an 
incredible diversity of architecture, 
from huge mosques to magnificent 
monuments. The city, built on the 
ancient site of Ashaval and Karnavati, 
was founded in 1411 AD by Sultan 
Ahmed Shah. It is home to many 
monuments like Jhulta Minara and 
Amritvarshini Stepwell. The city's 
heritage can be further witnessed in 
traditional residential clusters called 
‘pols' exhibiting remarkable urban 
planning with water-harvesting 
and community activities. The pols 
are micro-neighbourhoods with 
houses, public areas and bird-feeding 
structures called chabutras. Many of 
the pols have mansions called havelis 
featuring exquisite wooden facades 
with artistic wood carvings on their 


Map not to scale 


Mis 


50 


October 2023 


When in the city, try street food like 
navtad samosas (tiny crispy triangles 
made of refined flour called pattis and 
stuffed with lentil or potatoes), found 
best in the Gneekanta market. They 
are known to have been introduced in 
Ahmedabad in the 1950s. 
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During Navratri, relish 
special thalis anywhere 
in Ahmedabad. The 
flavourful vegetarian 
dishes like aloo ke 
pakode, shakarkandi 
chaat, lauki ki subzi, 
samak ke chawal, kuttu 
poori, saboodana 
papad, etc., are served 
even late at night. 


Ima 


balconies, brackets and pillars, and fine stucco 
work. While wandering around the pols, you 
can see temples and Jain shrines with beautiful 
vegetable-colour dyed walls and corbelled domes. 
Walk down the pols to the historic market 

square called Manek Chowk, where the bullion 
and jewellery markets thrive. Here, you can see 
the grand Jama (Jumma) Masjid, built around 
the 15th century. The mosque has a large marble- 
paved courtyard with a pool in the centre and 

: : an enclosed arcaded gallery on three sides with 
neighbouring ; : ' : 
Revdi Bazar, you fine calligraphy. The facade has some fine lattice 
will find Sindhi i windows flanking the arches. 


stalls selling i 
sanna pakoras, : 


At Sindhi 
Market and its 


crispy double- BeseTimete Located close to this mosque, the Teen Darwaja 
mice MNS made Visit: October is a triple archway with intricately decorated walls 
ee eee ae on the piers between the arches. From here, you 
: to explore can walk through Manek Chowk to Badshah-no- 
Ahmedabad Hajiro, the tomb of Anmed Shah and his queen’s 
tomb known as Rani-na-Hazira. Once the markets 


open, you can shop for clothes to wear for Navratri 
Visit Azad, a popular eatery events. The traditional attire of women for garba is 
that dates back to 1947, to i called chaniya-choli-odhni. The chaniya, also called 
relish dishes like dal pakwan. : : lehenga or ghagra, is a heavily gathered drawstring 
For dessert, buy Karachi halwa i skirt. The choli is a brightly coloured blouse 
and malai barfi in the area. and the odhniis a scarf or a stole. Dhalgarwad 
and Ratanpole are the main areas to shop for 
traditional clothes and silver jewellery. 

Male dancers wear embroidered garments 
called kediya (kediyu) that are worn over a 
colourful kurta, teamed with brightly coloured 
dhoti or pyjamas and often accompanied by 
colourful turbans and embroidered footwear called 
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mojdis. As you walk down the markets, 
you can see costumes and ornaments 
hung on shop fronts for sale. Ramakda 
Market is a well-known hub for buying 
dandiya sticks and accessories. The 
evening market at Law Garden is 
famous for chaniya-choli, jewellery and 
trinkets. 

People come out on the street 
squares to worship Goddess Amba 
and dance - this is called Sheri Garba. 
For grand Navratri celebrations, head 
to the west bank of River Sabarmati. 
By night, the city is a blaze of colours 
with dancers in their ethnic attire 
dotting the streets and lanes. Vibrant 
events are held at clubs, schools, 
colleges and party lawns. 


The rhythm of garba and dandiya 
raas reverberates across Anmedabad 
during Navratri, as people groove to 
peppy numbers belted by celebrated 
musicians. Large-scale events are 
held at multiple venues across the 
city. Rajpath Club, Karnavati Club and 
Karnavati University organise popular 
celebrations attended by youngsters. 
On the other hand, smaller and more 
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intimate programmes are held in 
residential colonies. Traditionally, the 
dances are centred around a mandavi, 
which is a structure made for holding 
diyas (wick-lamps). 

An intrinsic part of these garba 
nights is also the food. Anmedabad's 
heritage lies in its antique restaurants 
as well. Chandravilas is one such 
place that was started as a small tea 
cart around 1900 and is said to have 
launched the first-ever Gujarati thali. 
This restaurant was once frequented by 
freedom fighters and is a must-visit in 
Ahmedabad for celebrities and tourists. 
It is famous for a sumptuous breakfast 
of fafda (chickpea flour fritters), jalebi, 
a papaya relish called cheen (papaya 
sambharo), and chutneys. Das Knhaman 
is an establishment dating back to 
1922, famous for its farsan (snacks). 

Dal kachoris and batata vadas are also 
popular, and in the pols you can dig into 
kela vada and banana chips. 


—_ yy 
Anil Mulchandani 
is the author of 
travel guides, 
commemorative 
books and food 
guides. Based in 
Ahmedabad, he 
has lectured about 
the culture, cuisine, 
business and 
heritage of Gujarat 
at seminars, 
symposiums and 
conferences. 


SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Anmedabad from Jaipur, Kolkata, Pune, Bagdogra, 
Delhi and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com 
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In Focus 


MSTC LAUNCHES INDIA’S FIRST PORTAL 
FOR SALE OF ELV (END-OF-LIFE VEHICLE 


STC Limited., a Mini Ratna 
Category-| CPSE under 
the administrative control 
of the Ministry of Steel, 
Government of India (Gol), is one 
of the leading e-Commerce related 
service provider across diversified 
sectors therein driving innovation, 


sustaining environment — through 
Circular Economy to providing 
equitable distribution of natural 


resources through e-commerce 
activities. MSTC offers e-auction/ 
e-sale, e-procurement _ services, 
development of customized 
software/solutions which has yielded 
significant saving of virgin resources 
through sustainable and eco-friendly 
recycling. 


Incorporated in 1964, MSTC in its 
59 years of journey has transformed 
itself from a small, canalized agency 
to a large multi-product diversified 
company. In this millennium, MSTC 
emerged as the fastest growing 
Public Sector E-Commerce 
Company in India, headquartered in 
Kolkata, promoting transparency and 
speed in delivery of services. MSTC 
has a vast experience of over 3.5 
lakhs auctions while serving over 
4.0 lakhs users and has emerged 
as the preferred service provider for 
various government and Government 
administered entities (both Central 
and State). 


MSTC also facilitates in recycling 
of scrap for industrial use and 
thereby reduces input cost, conserve 
energy and natural resources and 
ultimately protects the environment. 
The company is committed to ethical 
business principles, e-governance, 
transparency and fairness in all 
its business activities. MSTC has 
become synonymous with scrap 
recycling with the motto: ‘Generate 
Wealth from Waste’. 


From prestigious e-auction of 
Coal blocks to several major and 
minor mineral blocks, MSTC, has 


been setting several milestones in 
providing e-commerce _— solutions 
vis-a-vis the much-desired platform 
service provider to GOI for its flagship 
schemes viz DEEP, 4G/5G spectrum, 
DDUGJY, SHAKTI, UDAN, Bank 
NPAs, Mines & Minerals etc through 
which it has connected and rendered 
plethora of citizen centric benefits to 
the common man. 


Very recently, Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways (MoRTH) 
has notified the Vehicle Scrappage 
Policy named as Voluntary Vehicle 
Fleet Modernisation Program (VVMP) 
and mandated to use MSTC’s auction 
portal for channelizing and selling of 
End-of-Life vehicles (ELV) owned by 
the Central and State Government 
departments, govt. organisations, 
autonomous bodies etc. to the 
Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facility 
(RVSFs) only. The Policy envisages to 
create a robust ecosystem for safer 
roads with structured scrappage 
sector there by making the roads 
safer and air cleaner while boosting 
availability of low-cost raw materials 
for the secondary sector as well 
as enhancing auto sector sales in 
environment friendly manner. 


The newly launched end of life 
vehicle (ELV) Portal of MSTC (URL: 
https://www.mstcecommerce.com/ 
auctionhome/elv/index.jsp) besides 
sourcing government owned ELVs 
to Registered Vehicle Scrapping 
Facilities (RVSFs) is also facilitating 
individual ELV owners and RVSFs 
under a single platform for recycling 
of their end-of-life vehicles. Both, 
private & individual vehicle owners 
can dispose of their old vehicle 
for free, with ease of mind just by 
registering at MSTC’s portal and 
uploading their vehicle details. The 
system immediately networks the 
vehicle information of respective 
sellers with the RVSFs to facilitate 
procurement of the ELV from the 
owner at a right price with due 


MSTC 


documentation and incentives as 
per Govt. of India’s VVMP policy. In 
the process the seller gets a single 
point access to all RVSFs in India 
and better scope of negotiated price 
on old vehicle as well as all benefits 
of the VVMP policy of Govt. of India, 
including all exemptions, incentives 
and discounts against new vehicles 
resulting in peace of mind of through 
a transparent transaction mode. 
Similarly, RVSFs gets a single point 
sourcing of raw materials at own 
convenience and ease from all Govt. 
Depts., Private Institutions as well 
as individual ELV owners across 
the country. 


MSTC through MMRPL (a JV 
Company with Mahindra Group) 
has also forayed into ELV and White 
Goods Recycling sector under the 
brand name CERO, having a pan 
India network of 41 vehicle collection 
centers / RVSFs. CERO is just a call 
away at 1800-267-6000. MMRPL 
having the first state-of-the-art fully 
operational auto shredding plant 
in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh for 
recycling of ELVs and other white 
goods which are converted to 
shredded scrap as feedstock/raw 
material of secondary steel plants. 


On a journey spanning about six 
decades, MSTC thus has grown 
from a scrap trading company to a 
multi-faceted e-commerce company 
driving positive change. 
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rom a small-town boy 

raised in the hinterlands 

of Punjab to a globally 

recognised artist, Amritpal 
Singh Dhillon has come a long way. 
His life has been captured in a recent 


WT, | -E E RO W IN documentary, AP Dhillon: First of 
A Kind, for the OTT platform. His 
remarkable story is the stuff that 

riveting film narratives are made 
™M U IN D E IS of — a desi immigrant boy leaves 


his home and family to travel to a 


Fe E | IN| G al E f R D" foreign land to fulfil his dreams. 


India-born Canadian artiste AP Dhillon 
is a rising global star in the hip-hop 
music genre, with hit songs such as 
Brown Munde. His musical journey 
seems like a dream, one that scores of 
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TAKE YOUR BRAND’S ered 
REACH, SKY-HIGH. 


Increase your brand’s footprint by partnering with us. 
With hundreds of flights flying over thousands of passengers every 
day, imagine the number of people your brand will connect with. 


“My focus never 
shifted from 
music inspite of 
many hardships 
throughout my 
journey” 


The Brown Mundé singer, while 
describing his journey, says, "Long, 
laborious, full of learning and a lot 
of fun! | was at a state when no 
one wanted to work with me. And 
that is when | decided to be fully 
independent. It may have taken a 
while, but it was really worth it!" 

Underlining how important 
staying passionate was to his journey 
from Punjab to Canada, and now as 
an international celebrity, AP says, 
"All of us enjoy what we do. And we 
want to continue doing it better and 
better. From jamming in cold rooms 
to experimenting with the essence 
of the folk and other music we grew 
up listening to, the challenges and 
inspirations have been many. But this 
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is what | always wanted to do 
and | was stubborn about it!” 


Focus Pays 

Familial resistance was 

naturally there but young AP 

was unfazed. "My dadi would 

always encourage me, even 
singing to me at times. My parents 
thought she was just an indulgent 
grandparent. Of course | was told to 
choose a good course, finish studies 
and find a stable job. But then, | am 
also glad for getting the opportunity 
to move abroad where | could juggle 
music and earning a living," he 
recalls, adding, "| knew what | had to 
do. That focus never shifted." 
This was despite several hardships. 
"Working multiple shifts, being 
denied a room in a hotel because | 
did not have a credit card, surviving 
on eggs and bread for days - all of 
that was so worth it!" says AP. A lot 
of these details were revealed to the 
world via the recent documentary, 


and AP says it probably is the best 
way to know him. 


The Man Behind the Enigma 
There wasn’t much known about 

AP Dhillon and the documentary is 
a fly-on-the-wall account of his life 
and times. "I'll be honest. | am not 
much of a talker. | am learning now. 
And when they first started shooting 
the documentary, and the camera 
was following us everywhere, | was 
rather irritated with how obstructive 
it was getting. But then, | think 

it is the best way. Rather than 
talking about myself, | would much 
rather have people see who | am," 
confesses AP. 

The otherwise shy singer thrives 
on the adulation of fans, as the 
documentary on his life and journey 
reveals. "It was such a high when we 
did our first show. In the midst of 
our performance, whilst there was 
no nervousness, | actually fumbled 
for a second with a lyric because | 
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An enigma since he made a mark in the global 
Punjabi music scene, and changed its fabric, 
here are a few lesser known details about him. 


i J Thoughts on playback for Bollywood- | am 
7 not averse to it, but it will have to make sense 
in the larger picture. | love making music and if 
that is contributing to a film, why not? 
a} Your inspiration- Anything and everything! 
Like with Ma Belle, it was just a mood | was in. 
It wasn't melancholy or anything. Yes, there 
are times when we face artistic blocks. Then 
Bisel ae eg (ore Dhillon was so overwhelmed with the crowd. It 
: performing F : 
d Favourite genre of music- Literally anything aa eeiert ee a ae pea Sue ares 
> . crowd knew every single verse! is 
= Perhaps, | won't listen to metal. But mostly is not blessed, | don’t know what is,” 
folk or jazz. says AP. 
} If not a musician/singer, then what? I'd rather The one question that everybody 
‘be dead! is curious about, in the midst of 
; c speculation, is his relationship status. 
\ ) m place tak DSSS YON Se When asked, AP declares with 
counmiyside mostly EUnet: conviction: "| am definitely single!” 
a} A place on the travel bucket list- Kashmir, Talking about his mates, the singer 
‘“@ Ladakh and Andamans in India. | also want to adds with a laugh, “We are married to 
travel to the eastern European regions. the game.” When pressed further, AP 


shrugs, hinting that he is indeed single. 


Recycle your END-OF-LIFE VEHICLE (ELV) through MSTC 


MSTC Introduces first ever ELV Portal to bring End-Of-Life vehicle owners 
and Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facility (RVSF) under a single platform. 


The ELV portal of MSTC is to support Voluntary Scone 
Vehicle-Fleet Modernization Program (VVMP) of ine 
Govt. of India with aim at creating an eco-system 
for phasing out of unfit and polluting vehicles. 
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(A Govt. of India Enterprise under Administrative Control of Ministry of Steel) un 
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Processing of ELVs & white goods. 


MSTC's Flagship Projects 


{ESS Coal Block Mineral Blocks Petrol Pump/LPG 
Sale of ELV ‘ 0 Spectrum Auctions Auction Dealership Draw, 


aN aay VN CAN 2 Ant) CTia SELL YOUR ELV ON MSTC's PORTAL ee 


For assistance contact HELPDESK at +91 79690 66600 @ x) in) © 
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It's the '90s 


From Barbie to Archie, characters from the past 
are ruling our present 


TEXT: SHRUTI KOTHARI TOMAR 


October 2023 


reta Gerwig’s recent film 
Barbie has broken all 
records. Within weeks of 
being released, the film 
made an astonishing USD 1 billion 
at the global box office. While most 
experts credit its success to Gerwig's 
complex emotional and entertaining 
treatment of the cross-generational 
icon, many believe the story's 
nostalgia appealed to moviegoers. 
Interestingly, it is not just Gerwig 
who is taking us on a trio down 
memory lane. While Barbie is enjoying 
the limelight, in the pipeline are 
movies based on Archie Comics and 
Shaktimaan, taking us back to the 
era when reading was still a popular 


CREATE YOUR OWN SPACE. 
BOOK AN EXTRA SEAT OR 
AN ENTIRE ROW. 


ALSO, GET UP TO 10 Ran poner ALLOWANCE 
WORTH FOR FREE.’ 
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pastime, and characters from comic 
books were our best friends. 

We are seeing strong inspiration 
from the past, especially the '90s, 
all around us - from fashion, film, 
books to movies and OTT series. Says 
Heena Singhal, author (Songs of the 
Reed), painter and children’s book 
illustrator, “They say there is always 
a child within us no matter how far 
along on this journey of life we move. 
And we've had a childhood devoid 
of the Internet. With these glimpses 


last year, and That '7Os Show 
has inspired That ‘90s Show ina 
nostalgic derivative for fans. 
Research says the uncertain 
times of the pandemic revived 
our longing for the past and gave 
rise to the popularity of nostalgia 
stories. And that is continuing. The 
‘90s generation has come of age 
and as this decade closes in on us, 
we're putting on our rose-tinted 
glasses and holding on to the '90s 
aesthetics and popular trends 


of nostalgia that pop up around us, 
we revisit the old days we had spent 
in the colourful and dreamy pages of 
comic books and movies that gave 
us lifelong superheroes we admire 

to date.” 

We've been engulfed by this 
nostalgia for a while now. Hollywood 
rang in success after success with the 
movie adaptation of the superhero 
Spider-Man that took the childhood 
reminiscence of the netted hero and 
brought him alive on the silver screen, 
making it a hit that was not witnessed 
before in the cinemas. Netflix took 
the tale of the '90s cult show, The 
Addams Family, to stupendous 
success as Wednesday in late 2022; 
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, a sitcom 
from the '90s, made a comeback 
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dearly while expressing it through 


films, books and TV. Even in fashion, 


from dungarees to Birkenstocks 
and high-waisted flared trousers, 
our love for the '9Os is serious and 
here to stay. 

Closer home, The Archies 
ensemble is all set to come alive 
on our screens and director par 
excellence, Zoya Akhtar, who’s 
given the Indian film industry 
popular movies like Zindagi Na 
Milegi Dobara, Dil Dnadakne Do 
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of Bel-Air 
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and Gully Boy, is directing the 
new-age Riverdale teens in this 
live-action flick. It is set ina 
utopian world in the salubrious 
climes of Ooty, where dancing, 
singing, biking and picnicking 
warrant no occasion, and the 
solitary dark cloud appears 

to be Archie’s hopeless chase 
of both scholarly Betty and 
the seemingly inaccessible 
Veronica. 

Why this walk down 
memory lane to revisit our 
favourite characters, our 

beloved stories, and the vibes of a 

decade that shaped us? Does it lend 

a sense of home and belonging in 

the highly unpredictable times we 

live in and/or have lived through? 

Psychologist Shivmpu Ahuja explains, 

ostalgia and throwbacks are often 

sharper in our collective memories 

during intermediate periods of 

enormous paradigm shifts and 

societal or cultural alterations. It keeps 

our sense of nostalgia in good health.” 
Talking about The Archies, 

Aparna Gopalakrishnan, proprietor 

and illustrator, Doodle Soup by 

Aparna, recalls, “The comic series 

has been such a big part of every 
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'90s kid’s childhood — buying that 
one comic book at the train station 
or exchanging your precious book 
for another from a friend or if you 
got really lucky, receiving a hand- 
me-down collection from a cousin 
who had outgrown them. The 
storytelling was fabulous! There was 
such a diverse mix of characters, and 
you could relate to most of them 

at one point or the other. The style 
of illustration was so unique, with 
just the right amount of detail and 
pops of colour. More than anything, 
Archie Comics spoke about things 
we were going through; young love, 
heartbreaks, friendships and just 
fitting in. Life is certainly different 
now, so it'll be interesting to see it 
evolve from the yellowed pages of a 
comic book to a screen!” 

Last year, Excel Entertainment 
joined hands with Diamond Toons, the 
publishers of Chacha Chaudhary and 
Sabu, to feature characters from the 
Katrina Kaif-starrer Phone Bhoot in 
the Chacha Chaudhary comic series. 
Internationally, Mattel is planning to 
bring Barney and Hot Wheels to the 
big screen. It looks like nostalgia is 
here to stay and could just be the 
thing that drives us into the future. 
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Certificate in In-flight 
Management 
(Cabin Crew Training) 

Administration* 


with Bachelor of Business 


A glamourous career that pays handsomely 
awaits you. Out of 550 students, 400 are 
already flying with SpiceJet. Bears 
testimony that Spice Star Academy 
graduates are already ruling the skies. 


So don’t just aim for the stars. 


Certificate in In-flight 
Management 
(Cabin Crew Training) 
with Master of Business 
Administration* 


*BBA and MBA from Amity University (Online) 


contact@spicestaracademy.edu.in 


www.spicestaracademy.edu.in 


+91 8448881757, 
+91 8448881756. 


*“For those opting for BBA and MBA courses. | Disclaimer: Past record is no guarantee of future prospects. 


National Postal Day is celebrated every year 
to mark the role played by the Indian postal 


Every year, on 


October 10, 


India celebrates 
National Postal 
Day, which is an 
extension of World 
Post Day, which is 
marked on 


October 9 


There are around 


1,55,00( 


post offices under India Post 


RAR SID 


Wha 


India Post 


Post offices in India 
deliver letters, 
postcards, value 
payable articles, 
parcels, holy offerings 
from religious shrines, 
and also remit money 
in the form of money 
orders 
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department in the country’s history 


In 
1727, 
the East India 
Company started 
establishing post offices 
in India. The Calcutta 
General Post Office (GPO) 
was established in 1774, 
followed by Madras GPO 
in 1786 and Bombay 
GPO in 1794 


Some say Mughal 
emperor Babur had 
developed runner 
services along the 

road from Agra up to 
Kabul, with six horses 
stationed at every 

36 miles. Suri empire 
founder Sher Shah Suri 
is also said to have kept 


3,40€ 


horses with riders 
exclusively for the 
despatch of news 


India Post promotes 
philately 
(collection and study 
of postage stamps) 
and releases 
commemorative 
stamps on various 
themes. India’s first 
stamp, circular in 
shape, was released 
in 1852 


India Post offers 
several financial 
services, including 
Savings and 


& 


It also offers 
services like e-post, 
e-commerce and 
mobile banking 


The country has 
been divided 
into 


postal circles. A 
Chief Postmaster 
General heads 
each circle. 

§ Thecircles are 
' further divided 
into regions 
and each region 
is headed by 
a Postmaster 
General 


The Post Office 


savings bank is the ———- 
oldest and by far the a ey 
largest banking system | rn + | = 


in the country ae | 6 I 


India Post is a member 

of the Universal 

Postal Union (UPU), 

an international 

organisation that 

coordinates postal 65 
policies among 

member countries 


India Post plays an 
important role in discharging 
government services such as 
payment of pensions to senior 

and retired citizens 


India Post 
functions 
under the Ministry 
of Communications 
and has one of 
the most widely 
distributed postal 
networks in the 
world 


Post offices 
in India follow 
a 6-digit PIN 
Code system, 

which was 


introduced in | 
India in Pa 
_ 
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% SPICEJET MONTAGE 


The World Food Day is celebrated every year on October 
16 to commemorate the date of the founding of Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in 1945. We 
mark the occasion with artistic frames of some delicacies 


Using fruits and nuts in a dish is 
a smart way of adding colour. 
Here's an artist's impression 

of a play of hues with cheese 
and fruits 


ood is an art — a delicate 

combination of the right ingredients 

and techniques to produce a 

symphony of flavours that not only 
teases your palate but also plays with other 
senses. It is a true reflection of a region's 
culture and way of life. We bring you some 
aesthetic and dramatic impressions of food 
from around the world! 


Modak is a sweet rice flour dumpling filled 
with grated coconut and jaggery. It is a 
popular Indian dessert and is considered a 
favourite of Hindu deity Lord Ganesha 


Photo: Lara Jameson-pexels 
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Sushi is one 
of the most 
popular dishes of 
Japanese cuisine. 


It is made with 
rice flavoured with 
vinegar, seafood, 
vegetables and 
other ingredients 
Photo: Marcos 
Kohler-pexels 


Molecular gastronomy is 
revolutionising the presentation 
of food. An example of this are 
these red jelly dessert cubes 


Photo: Nadezda Murmakova 


Small pieces of bread layered 

with avocado and edible flowers. 

Adding such flowers to a dish can 
68 

enhance its presentation 


Photo: zi3000 
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A perfect crunchy exterior with a gooey 
filling inside is what makes waffles so 
delicious! Garnish with berries, mint leaves 
and syrup to get the perfect dish 


Photo: Liudmila Anufrieva 


For arefreshing dessert, try a vegan 
cashew cake made with blueberry, acai, 
mint and nuts. Vegan foods are made 
from plants and plant-based products 


Photo: Artem Evdokimov 


Soft, juicy momos in warm soup, topped 
with veggies, make for a wholesome 
meal. Jhol momo and mokthuk are 
some of its well-known variations 


Photo: Momo King-pexels 


Corrigendum: A photograph published in the 
September 2023 issue of the Spice Route 
magazine’s Montage section erroneously 
described a leopard as a cheetah. The 
erratum is regretted. - Editorial Team 
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ARIES 


You will have to 
juggle your work, 
appointments, 
and social affairs 
successfully this 
month. However, 
love will play a 
more important 
role for you in the 
coming days. You 
will overcome all 
financial obstacles 
and a cheque, 
settlement or 
subsidy is also on 
the cards. Health 
70 reads fine. 


LIBRA 


Financial problems 
will soon be 
resolved, and a 
business activity 

or an adjusted 
financial statement 
will give you an 
unexpected bonus. 
As far as romance 

is concerned, better 
times are ahead. 
Good luck regarding 
travel is also 
indicated. Exercise 
to improve circulation 
or recovery from an 
injury. 


oy 
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TAURUS 


You will be 
successful in 
getting something 
you've wanted for 
along time. It will 
come to you itself. A 
surprise call froma 
lover or an admirer 
could be expected. 
Travel might irritate 
you a little or you 
might face some 
issues regarding 
your car or mode 
of transportation. 
You will enjoy 
good health. 


There will be 
correspondence 
connected with 

your work that will 
involve emails and 
phone calls or an 
app. You will enjoy 
spending money 

on others. You will 
enjoy socialising with 
your friends or family 
or might move to a 
new environment 

for relaxing. Expect 
communication from 
a relative. Health 
seems good. 
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Money will come 
to you through 
commissions, trade 
or mortgage. If 

a financial need 
arises, you will 
be able to cover 
it. Your emphasis 
will be on your 
work, studies 
and reaching 
your goals rather 
than socialising. 
Embrace the 
forthcoming 
changes. Health 
reads fine. 
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SAGITTARIUS 


You will want to 
make it on your 

own, be financially 
independent, own 
your own business, 
or work out of your 
home. A new course 
of action will be 
proposed. You will 
have many emotional 
swings and will be 
daydreaming about 
love and romance. 
Make sure to keep a 
count of those wine 
glasses and pizza 
slices while partying. 


CANCER 


A delay of payment 
or loss of income 
might disappoint 
you. But good 
fortune or tidings 
will come with the 
entry of an admirer 
or a benefactor. 
You will also take 
an unexpected 

trip or choose an 
uncommon mode 
of transportation. 
Take care of your 
health and increase 
your vitamin and 
protein intake. 


CAPRICORN 


You'll soon begin 
a new enterprise 
(or retrieve a past 
one) that will bring 
in more money. 
Memories of the 
past will begin to 
fade away and you 
will accept new 
opportunities. An 
awaited message 
will arrive with 
positive results, 
possibly from an 
admirer. Do not 
overindulge in 
drinking. 


Problems with 
paperwork or paper- 
related projects will 
be amended. When 
it comes to work, you 
will gain unsought 
assistance from 
influential people 

in the form of a 
proposal that could 
result in financial 
gains, in case you 
accept it. Expect 

a reunion with old 
friends or loved 
ones. Your health 
reads fine. 
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AQUARIUS 


Your financial 
situation might be 
precarious, but 
good news will soon 
arrive regarding a 
financial gain that 
will shed new light 
on the way you view 
your future security. 
Expect a pleasant 
surprise, and/or 
someone from a 
doctor's office will 
call. You may suffer 
from anxiety or 
nervous exhaustion 
but it is temporary. 


You might be 
concerned about a 
business partnership 
and wonder if 

you should force 

the issue. A new 
romance with 
someone extremely 
charming, comforting, 
or well-to-do is on 

the cards. Your 
emotions will be a 
mixture of confusion, 
excitement, worry and 
hope. Watch your 
health during the low- 
energy periods. 


PISCES 


There will be financial 
gains and an error will 
get corrected. Don’t 
let appearances 

and circumstances 
sway you or cause 
you to veer from your 
ideal. What you want 
is right under your 
nose, just waiting 

to be discovered. 
You could have 
problems with your 
legs or a surgery 

will be suggested, 
but resting will do 
wonders. 


Tarot card reader and holistic healer Poonam Sethi believes in the power of giving. With a career spanning more than three 
decades, Sethi today is an internationally-acclaimed tarot card reader, Reiki healer, colour therapist, Feng Shui practitioner, 
crystal healer, a specialist in removal and balancing the negative evil eye energies and a rudraksha consultant. She is also 


the author of The Power of Feng Shui, which offers 90 practical and efficient tips to improve one's life. 
For details, contact — poonamsethi27@hotmail.com 
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HR¢ 2023 INDIA 


If you have any feedback or 
suggestion on any aspect of our 
services, please send us an e-mail 
at custrelations@spicejet.com 


You may also send your 
feedback to the following: 


NODAL OFFICER: 

Mr Sachin Suri 
nodalofficer@spicejet.com 
+91 124 3913939 


APPELLATE AUTHORITY: 

Mr Kamal Hingorani 
appellateauthority@spicejet.com 
+91 124 3913939 
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WE WOULD 
LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOu! 


THE MINISTRY OF CIVIL 
AVIATION, Government of India, has 
upgraded its Air Sewa portal, which is 
accessible through both interactive 
web portal and mobile app. The new 
version includes the following features: 


a) Secure sign-up and log-in with 
social media 


b) Chatbot for travellers’ support 


c) Improved grievance management, 
including social media grievance 


d) Real-time flight status and detailed 
flight schedule 


Air Sewa is available at 
www.airsewa.gov.in 


You may also visit www.dgca.nic.in or write to sugam@dgca.nic.in 
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ae «= BOOK ANY TEST FROM 
Alclevetial ANY LAB WITHFLEBO.IN 


ANY TEST ANY LAB 


Health Trend Graph 


ENJOY INNOVATIVE & Vitamin D Graph amit Kumar/28 Years/Maie 
ONE-OF-A-KIND 
HEALTH TREND GRAPHS 
Compare past results of each 


parameter tested irrespective 
of the lab in just one graph! 


28-Hyo edrony Vitamin © tonal 


Deppertemients | eonghnt = Summed Ongena OIE nghm = atcterey « agin 


04 Monitor your past 
results with Health 


Trend Graphs 
; , #HealthTrendGraphs 
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OT 


Select a test or 
health package 
of your choice 


03 

Get access to all 
your test reports 
in one place 
#AllReportsAlwaysAvailable 


02 


Compare lab 
prices and ratings 
before booking 


A909 wk#kkk id [~ 
wl ) 
CASHBACK 
b.§ NOW 
>, INDIA 24x7 Dr. Consultancy 3000+ Pathology & Radiology Tests 
900+ Trusted Labs More Than 200,000 Satisfied Customers 


WIDE SPICE2050 


USE THIS COUPON 


100+ TRUSTED LAB PARTNERS 


YS Buddy Pr Lat Pach ial  Eypothkinc oO Orange! Thyrocare 


TATA 
v OP@LIS 1 X-RY & SCAN MAX | 
METROPOLIS Cityascxn ‘ f Lifeline TAG | Labs aie 


Q Flebo.in @ Flebo.in @ FleboOfficial © Flebe.ir AB COMPare Lab Zz All Reports srtisz jealth Trand 50% Cashback + 20% Off 
§ \& 012 4455 0000 +2 Prices & Ratings Always Available 35) Graphs * For First-Time Users 


& www. flebo.in 


In our series, in which we travel to various Indian 


his hometown 


Are you originally from Lucknow? 
Yes, | am from Lucknow, the ‘City 

of Nawabs'. It flourished under the 
Nawab of Awadh. 


What is the quality of life here like? 
Lucknow is regarded as a culturally 
rich city, because of its heritage, art, 
music, and food. It is well known 

for its beautiful embroidery work 
Chikankari. The city is blessed with 

a good number of architectural 
wonders that will mesmerise you with 
grace and elegance. It is also popular 
for its lush green gardens. 
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cities with a SpiceJet family member, this time, 
Rajat Gulati, Cabin Crew (Delhi), takes us around 


What is the night scene here like? 
Among many places to visit in 
Lucknow at night, one of my 
favourites is Hazratganj market. It’s 
similar to a spot that is a legendary 
place of the British times and looks 
ike a late-night movie show. Also, 

in Subhash Marg, there is a place 
that sells a variety of paans (betel 
eaves) and is a huge attraction, 
especially at night. In Gomti Nagar, 
Spice Caves has the best nightlife, 
and it is open after midnight and the 
most charming element of this bar is 
a cave-like vibe and broadcast of live 


MR. RAJAT GULATI 
CABIN CREW, DELHI BASE 


occasions, and | always make sure to 
take my family there whenever | visit 
Lucknow. 


What is the best thing that you 
like about the place? 

Lucknow has established itself as a 
land of tehzeeb, grand architecture, 
beautiful gardens, delectable cuisine, 
and more. The best thing for me 
here is its culinary delights such as 
kebabs, biryanis, nahari kulchas, and 
sweet delicacies like shahi tukda 
and makhan malai. The nawabs of 
Awadh had a significant influence 


on the development of this royal 
gastronomy, making Lucknow a 
foodie's paradise. 


As compared to other big cities, 
what different lifestyle does 
Lucknow have to offer? 

Lucknow is a historically important 
city and for many centuries it was the 
heart of North Indian culture. Life in 
Lucknow is slow-paced and relaxed. 
Lucknow has a unique charm and 
character that attract people who are 
ooking for a peaceful lifestyle, rich 
cultural heritage, affordable cost of 
iving and delicious food. 


Which are the best places to hang 
out in Lucknow? 

The moment you enter the city, it will 
gladly take your hand and show you 
its past and present. It is dotted with 
Mughal and British Raj-era structures 
and tombs like the Residency, Bara 
Imambara, Rumi Darwaza, and Jama 
Masjid. Visiting Bhool Bhulaiya is a 
must-do when in Lucknow. Even the 
streets of Lucknow are a foodie’s 
paradise; at every 100 m there is 

a different stall, a different aroma, 
and a secret recipe that will blow 
your mind. 


What attractions in Lucknow 
would you recommend to a 
tourist? 

Lucknow is renowned for its 
historical monuments. Places 

ike Moti Mahal Palace, popularly 
nown as Pearl Palace is a great 
birdwatching spot. Another 

place | would like to suggest is 
Ramakrishna Math, a monastery 
established in Nirala Nagar. It is an 
all-monk institution dedicated to Sri 
Ramakrishna. Some other places are 
Shahi Baoli, Janeshwar Mishra Park 
and Husainabad Clock Tower etc. 


A‘ 


How did you discover the 
eateries? 

Discovering different local cuisines 
as a foodie has always been my 
forte, leading me to this place. The 
name Tunday Kababi itself carries 
an intriguing story behind it. Legend 
has it that Haji Murad Ali, the kebab 
maker and the founder of the shop, 
had only one working arm. However, 
his disability did not hinder his 
passion for cooking. 


Why do you like the place so much? 
The kebabs made here are prepared 
using a closely guarded secret 

family recipe, with the women of 

the family crafting a special masala 
that incorporates a total of 160 
different spices. The owner employed 
individuals who could skillfully 

pound the meat with just one hand, 
transforming it into a fine paste 

that would effortlessly melt in one’s 
mouth, releasing the flavours of the 
intricate masalas. 


Describe your favourite dish. 
Renowned for its unique flavour and 
texture, this place makes kebabs 


ARE YOU A FOODIE? WHICH IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE EATING PLACE IN LUCKNOW? 


with finely minced meat along with 
the marination of a mixture of spices 
and shallow fried on a hot griddle. 
The first bite will make you fall in 
love with it especially when the soft, 
delicious kebab melts in your mouth. 


What other places would you 
recommend near Lucknow? 
Ayodhya is one of the best places 
to visit near Lucknow. It is a spiritual 
centre situated by River Sarju. If 75 
peace is what you seek, then you 
should surely pay a visit to the 
Ananda Bodhi Tree and Vipassana 
Meditation Centre. 


What are the people here like? 
The people of Lucknow are known 
for their hospitality, values, and 
etiquette also known as tehzeeb. 
People mix sophistication with 
warmth and courtesy added with 
generous doses of love to give you 
the politest language and lifestyle. 
People here have their own refined 
style of doing each and everything. 
The lifestyle in Lucknow is one of a 
kind and the place still dwells in its 
old-world charm. 


Stars Of 
SpiceJet 


Meet the achievers of the 
month from the SpiceJet family, 
who have stood out for their 
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ANKUR ARORA 
GURGAON 


Internal appreciation: From 

a brand new Reservations 
Executive in 2005 to AGM in 
2023, Ankur's journey has been 
phenomenal. In his second innings 
in 2019, Ankur has contributed 
immensely to the betterment 

of the department. He is a man 
of integrity with experience in 
operations and customer service. 
He has a hawk’s eye and is a 
process-oriented person. 
Experience with SpiceJet: |t has 
been a great journey till now. 
Efforts are always recognised and 
rewarded by the management. | 
must say that this organisation 
has given me immense learning 
and opportunity to perform. 

And working with SpiceJet is an 
absolute honour. 
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outstanding work 


NILESH BHANDAR) 
BENGALURU 


Internal appreciation: Nilesh has 
brought unique and innovative 
ideas across several SpiceJet 
departments. His vision and 
attention to detail is truly 
commendable. A pioneer in 
introducing Al-based designs and 
videos to the organisation, he has 
paved the path for Al-generated 
content. His professionalism and 
work ethic make him a great asset. 
Experience with SpiceJet: My 
experience of 2+ years with 

SpiceJet has been wonderful. | 
have been given the opportunity 
to work on many different projects, 
which allowed me to explore new 
ideas and put my visualisation 
abilities to improve user 
experience. | am extremely grateful 
for all the opportunities. 


UMANG SAINI 
GURGAON 


Internal appreciation: We appreciate 
Umang's exceptional commitments as 
a seamless employee. Her attention 
and dedication towards work have 
contributed significantly to our 
success. Her contributions make a real 
difference and exemplify the values of 
our team and Spicejet. We are happy 
to have her as our teammate. 
Experience with SpiceJet: My 
journey at SpiceJet has been 
remarkable, progressing from 

an intern to a part of the Flight 
Support Centre team. This role 

has heightened my dedication to 
aviation and cultivated a strong sense 
of responsibility, leadership, and 
analytical prowess. | wholeheartedly 
express my gratitude for granting me 
the opportunity to pursue my passion. 
| owe my success everyday to the 
seniors who recognised my potential 
and guided me. 


KAUSHAL VYAS 
DUBAI 


Internal appreciation: Mr 

Kaushal Vyas is a hardcore 
professional who has risen from 
ranks to the coveted post of Station 
Manager, Dubai, with his sheer dint 
of hard work, perseverance and 
positive frame of mindset. Based on 
his yearning to shoulder professional 
responsibilities and recognition by 
SG management to undertake the 
role of Airport Manager, Mr Kaushal 
Vyas has successfully donned the 
cap of a ‘leader’ at various stations. 
Experience with SpiceJet: Hello 
Readers! | have been associated 
with this Red, hot and Spicy airline 
since Aug 15, 2006, and since then, | 
have loved being employed here as 
this undying brand has provided me 
numerous challenging opportunities 
to learn, adapt and grow. 


STARS ARE 
CALLING STARS. 


— 
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Must be an Indian National or an Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) * Age: 17 to 35 years 
Minimum height: 158 cm (approximately 5 feet 2 inches) * Must be fluent in English 
(both verbal and written) 

Minimum Educational Qualification: Higher Secondary (10+2) with a minimum score of 
60% each in English, Physics and Mathematics 


The Mid-Alir Feast 


Take your pick from SpiceJet's delicious menu. Here's a glimpse 
of the mouth-watering options! 


READY-TO-EAT 
NISSIN 
( ) 


Cup Noodles 


INR250 | usD4 | AED15 Chilli Chicken Noodles | Chilli Manchurian Noodles] Bombay Rava Upma 
THB 120 | sar 15 INR250 | usD4| AED15 | THB120| sar 15 


Spicy Chicken ORGANIC ROOTS 


Tomato Soup s 


cw 
Yu MANCHUSIAN 


INR 200 | usp 3 | AED 15 
THB 100 | sar15 


Indori Poha Three Cheese Pasta 


INR 200 | Usd 3 | AED 15 | THB100 | saR 15 


UASTY MASALA FLAZOUE 


For the finest taste of the ready-to-eat products, please keep the lid closed 
after adding hot water for the duration specified on the pack. 


MUNCHIES 


COOKIE MAN 


Cookies 


Double Choc Chip | Blueberry 


INR 100 | usp 2| AED 10 
THB 60 | SAR 10 


PORMLEY CRe nT CASHEW Jalapefio Nachos & Salsa Dip/ 


Cream & Onion Makhana/ Roasted Salted , Vv Waffy Coffee Flavoured Rolls 
INR 200 | usD3 | AED15| THB 100 | saR15 INR 150 | usp 3 | AED 10 | THB 80 | sar 10 
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SCRUMPTIOUS SANDWICHES 


SPINACH, CORN & 
CHEESE SANDWICH 
in Marble Bread 


CHICKEN MASALA 
in Multigrain Bread 


Domestic 


. 


Domestic 


International 


International 


INR400 | usD 6 | AED 25 


INR450 | usp 7 | AED 25 
THB 180 | SAR 25 


THB 200 | saR25 


FOOD STRONG 
Cold Coffee/Hot Chocolate 


@ 


with Marshmallow 


INR 200 | UsD 3 | AED 15 
THB 100 | sar 15 


oncrceeeay axieante 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 


(TAKE-AWAY) 


JOHNNIE 
WALKER 


Black Label 
Whisky 11 


GLENFIDDICH 


Single Malt 
Scotch 
Whisky 11 


INR 2,300 
USD 33 
AED120 
THB 1,000 
SAR125 


INR 2,500 
USD 36 
AED 130 
THB 1,080 
SAR 135 


ABSOLUT 


1 Bottle 
INR 1,650 | Usd 21 | AED 80 | THB 750 | sar 80 

2 Bottles 

INR 2,950 | UsD 38 | AED 140 | THB 1,330 | sAR140 


MASALA CHAI 


a 
ie” 
Ren 


INR150 | usp 3 | AED 10 
THB 80 | SAR10 


100% Coconut Water 


INR 150 | usp 3 | AED 10 
THB 80 | SAR10 


STORIA 
Mango Shake/ Mixed 


COCA-COLA 
Aerated Drink 


Fruit Juice INR 100 | usp 2 | AED 10 


THB 60 | SAR 10 


INR 150 | usp 3 | AED 10 


THB 80 | SAR10 


i GLEN MORAY (12 YO) 
\ Single Malt Scotch Whisky 11 79 


INR 2,350 | UsD 30 | AED 110 | THB.1,060 | sar 115 
2 Bottles 


INR 4,350 | usp 56 | AED 210 | THB1,970 | saR210 


GLEN MORAY (15 YO) 


Single Malt Scotch Whisky 750 ml 
1 Bottle 
INR 3,500 | usp 45 | AED 170 | THB1,580 | saR170 
2 Bottles 
INR 6,500 | USD 83 | AED 310 | THB 2,940 | sar310 


HARDY'S PREMIUM SELECTION 


Chardonnay White Wine 750 ml 


1 Bottle 

INR 950 | UsD 13 | AED 50 |THB 430 | sar 50 

2 Bottles 

INR 1,750 | UsD 23 | AED 90 | THB 850 | sar 90 


A. DE FUSSIGNY GRANDE i 
CHAMPAGNE VSOP 


Cognac 750 ml 
1 Bottle 
INR 3,950 | usD 50 | AED 190 | THB 1,790 | saR190 
2 Bottles 


INR 7,450 | USD 95 | AED 350 | THB 3,360 | saR355 


Take-away bottles are not for on-board consumption. 


1 Bottle 


@080 4719 1010 @sales@featherlitefurniture.com ORO 


Present in 66 locations across India, also in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Philippines and U.A.E. : 
For more details visit our website @www.featherlitefurniture.com id 


Spice/fet 
Red. flot. Spicy. 


for your 
special day. 
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Book SpiceJet’s wedding charter. Start the first journey 
with your lifelong partner on a special note. 


te 
lou 


; GOURMET BESPOKE CUSTOMISED | PERSONALISED EXCLUSIVE MEALS 
CUISINE INTERIORS SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS BY VIKAS KHANNA 


THERE’S A CHARTER FOR EVERYONE —_— 
BEST SUITED FOR GS BEST SUITED FOR GROUP TRAVEL 
SMALL-GROUP TRAVEL OF UP TO 200 PASSENGERS 


For bookings: www.spicejet.com | charters@spicejet.com 


1XBET 


UNITED BY CRICKET 


SUPPORT YOUR TEAM 
REGISTER AND GET UP TO 


42 900 INR 


